Previous reports by the authors and others demonstrate that increased intraprostatic androgen metabolism may have an important role in predisposing to prostate cancer. They report on their epidemiologic and biochemical findings on the relationship between prostate cancer and a missense substitution (threonine for alanine at codon 49) in the steroid 5α-reductase gene (SRD5A2). This substitution may be associated with an increased incidence of prostate cancer in African-Americans and Hispanics in Los Angeles.
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Fas antigen/CD-95 is upregulated during regression of the rat ventral prostate gland and becomes functionally activated. However, the inability to distinguish any difference in the apoptotic rate or in the morphology of the apoptotic bodies formed in response to castration between lpr-/-mutant mice and genetically normal controls indicates that functional Fas protein is not required for castrationinduced prostate cell apoptosis.
Chen ME,Troncoso P,Tang K, et al. Comparison of prostate biopsy schemes by computer simulation. Urology. 1999; 53:951-960 .
The detection rate of prostate biopsies is related not only to the number of cores taken, but also to the site within the prostate where the biopsy was taken. The 11-core multisite-directed biopsy scheme performed the best.
Litwin MS, Fitzpatrick JM, Fossa SD, et al. Defining an international research agenda for quality of life in men with prostate cancer. Prostate. 1999; 41:58-67 .
The authors present a comprehensive approach to the study of health-related quality of life (HRQOL) in men with prostate cancer, describe the primary goals of HRQOL research, include examples of validated instruments, and propose a quality of life research agenda for the next two decades.
